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Casey fourth Reagan aide asxea 


STAT 


about ’80 campaign incident 


By Robert Timberg 

Washingion Bureau ofThe Sun 

Washington — AoEouse subcom- 
mittee looking lntohow the 1980TLea- 
gan campaign obtained imefing jma- T 
xenal -prepared for^resideotOiffimyT 
Carter .-.ezpapricri jitsjprobe -yestenla y?§ 
by - tasking Oft 4iirecl»r“ , Wniiam]s * 
"Casey ~whaC'"5? ^nything/.^be ^rnowsT 

ftabonttbematterS#^S^'' 5 ®^^P : 

y Mr Cas^r^readert :j 3leaganV; 
^campaign TtudiibaSah tIS80 .^becomes’ 11 
the fourth "Reagan ^administration of- 
ficial to receive abetter seeking infor- 
mation from the Human Resources 
Subcommittee of the House Post Of- 
fice and Civil Service Committee. 

Previously, the committee chair- 
man Representative Donald J. Albos- 
ta (D. Mich). sent similar letters to 
White Bouse chief of staff James A. 
Baker EL Budget Director Dayid_A. 
Stockman and Communications Di- 
rector David R. Gergen, all of "whom 
Jiave been linked »o tbe briefing door 
laments in a .new Book ion the Reagan ^ 
.■presidency -and ad subsequent press 
accounts. ...^ ^v**- , 
White "House -spokesman Larrv 'M. 
"Speakes said "•yesterday that "Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Stockman and Mr. Gergen 
-would respond to -the committee by 
■tomorrow, the -day “the panel asked 
-for their replies. " 

Mr. Speakes also said that Presi- 
dent Reagan did not know about the 
Carter briefing materials in 1980. 

A spokesman for Mr. Casey, Xa- j 
-thryn Riedel, said yesterday that the 
director of the ^Central intelligence 
• Agencv would Answer the committee, , 

■ butshedidmotsaywrtienriheletterto' 

; Mr. Casey, unlike the earlier ones, did 
[mot specify a -dateiorTespooding.^^. 

- T~ Mr- Albosta,<neanwhile,«aid'yesr : ] 
terday that the matte reappears on 
the surface to be more serious than 
Watergate.” 

"Watergate was .a break-in -of a 
pobtical campaign headquarters,” be 
said, adding that if the allegations are 
true the briefing material “was actu- 
ally stolen from the office of the 
president of the United States ” 



; The Watergate break-in occurred 
(tJune 17, J 972, at the headquarters of 
yibe Democratic ftlati anal .Co mmitte e. 
pWhite ifiouse ^complicity in -the *at- 
^Zempted -covei ^pmf -th e crime andats 
h«ft«-mathliled^toktne resignaticro#oi 

Ttinquiry-as 
briefing kmatenal tnseddsysMr. 
^Carteraoipteparelfor his«niy*iebaU- 
§iwitb fMrafeeagan lloundats wpayianto 
"SbeReagancampaign -■ ■— • 



"The matter was first raised ih'ra 
new book, "Gambling With History: 
Reagan In The White House.” by 
Lawrence! Barrett 

Mr. Barrett, Time magazine's 
senior White House correspondent. 

• wrote that -as Mr. Reagan was 
preparing for the Cleveland debate "a 
member of the campaign staff some- 
- how acquired an tmusua) prize: brief- 
ing material that the other side was 
'using to-getfCarter ready for tbetcon- 
’’frontati«iT^*'^>-r ■ 

"Apparently a Reagan mole an Ibe 
, Carter camp had filched ■papers -con- * 
^iaining the main points tbe President i 
planned to make when be met Rea-' 
iac for 4h e debate,” Mr. Barrett 
-wrote 


Tbe author also said that Mr. 
-Stockman, then a Republican repre- 
sentative who was to serve as a 

[stand-in for 'Mr. Carter tohelpiMr. 
^Reagan .prepare himself for fbede- 
' J hate," 4 was delighted to find most of 
2us homework donef or him as he«out- 
lined his -own script for tbe dry run."” 

Mr. Baker was then a senior cam- 
lr *paigD«d riser j&nd deeply involved in i 
(; debate preparations. According to 1 
! 'Mr. Barrett, Mr. Baker “looked the 
trther way when a dirty trick was 
perpetrated on Carter. He was ■grate- 
ful not to know tbe mechanics of it.” 

• Mr. Baker has said through an 
aide that be does not kDow how the 
briefing papers were obtained by tbe 
’ Reagan campaign Be has deferred 


f turner *cominent pending his repljr to 
-tbe subcommittee.-'- - ! 

Ado therjoame cropped *ipJaneT2, i 
'•wvben former -garter press secretary ;• 
UJody Powell AK»waa sywhcatedtool- ; 
mnnist^^wrotedfhalwhf> gTvat»riai 1 


y Mr. oGergen jbas arefused atoacom- ; 
•meni-ex«ptaosary3ibewiBirespotKirtor 
'^the Albosm wu|xxmniuttee.‘toJtSt^ 
rrinan, fthroogb wro aaide, -has^s aid 
doesn’t know where the 'materials 
came from and that he, too. will an- 
swer thepanel T 


STAT 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/09 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505400040-5 



